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FOREWORD 
The basics of collecting sports autographs haven’t changed much since 

I first started back in 1962.  Two main options prevail: meeting a player 
either at a game, hotel, or in the wild, or sending a letter through the mail. 
With over 100,000 autographs and 20 books, it is continually rewarding 
to help both new and seasoned collectors enjoy the hobby. With positive 
sales of my latest book, The Autograph Collector’s Handbook #18, it is easy 
to put to rest claims of the hobby going away anytime soon. Fans living 
far away from team stadiums still enjoy connecting with their favorite 
athletes through the mail - and will for years to come.

In this book, Troy Rutter takes both novice and experienced 
autograph collectors through many tips and tricks of obtaining sports 
and entertainment autographs. The hobby landscape has changed from 
even just 10 years ago, and Troy’s experience in Internet sleuthing as 
well as being a leader in the online autograph community is exemplary. 
Outsiders may think it is as simple as just “sending a letter,” but Troy’s 
advice on crafting the perfect letter-of-request and strategies for pitcher 
and catcher reporting, pre-season, regular season, and post-season 
autograph hunting is spot on.

There must be something in the water in Ames, Iowa that has lead 
both myself and Troy to this rewarding hobby. But whether you live in 
Ames, Los Angeles, Miami or Sydney Australia, you can acquire a great 
autograph collection - all from the comfort of your own home. 

Good luck!

Jack Smalling
September, 2016
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INTRODUCTION
If you are picking up this book and perusing the contents and the 

introduction, you may already be interested in one of the most exciting 
hobbies in the world: autograph collecting! You are definitely in the right 
place to find out more about the hobby.

Autograph collecting can take many forms. Hobbyists collect all kinds 
of autographs: historical memorabilia of presidents, serial killers, poets, 
playwrights, and the tried-and true athletes and entertainment celebrities. 
If a signature fits on an item, someone probably collects it. Over the years 
I have seen spoons signed by Paula Deen and red staplers signed by 
Stephen Root of the film Office Space. I’ve seen all sorts of signed knick-
knacks, toys, games, photos, baseball bats, cards, mannequins, napkins 
… everything!

What draws people to the hobby is obtaining a certain autograph, 
of a certain person, in a certain place in history. People who collect 
autographs in person do so as a memento of meeting someone famous. 
Those who collect through the mail (TTM) do it for the thrill of sending 
something away to their favorite celebrity, never knowing if it will come 
back or not… and joy if it does. 

More than anything, we do it because it is fun. And, thanks to the 
Internet, we can share our successes with others who enjoy collecting as 
well. Online communities have sprung up around the hobby, bringing all 
of us closer together and uniting us in our endless search for our most 
wanted signatures.

I wish I had this book when I started collecting autographs through 
the mail in a small town in Iowa. In the following pages, you will get tips 
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and tricks for increasing your success rate when requesting an autograph 
from your favorite celebrity. By using the tools in this book, you should 
see your mailbox fill up and your collection grow larger. 

There are a lot of scams and fake autographs out there. While I can’t 
be there beside you while you search online auction sites or the collector’s 
store down the street, this book will help you learn the warning signs of 
fake autographs and offer legitimate ways to buy items for your collection.

There are two major categories of autograph collectors this book is 
not for. This book is not for the historical collector who wants to collect 
as many Abraham Lincoln signatures as they can. This book is also 
not for the high-end collector who wants a signed guitar by all of the 
Beatles. While those are both great niches, in this book I focus on current 
celebrities who can be contacted in-person or through-the-mail.

I want to thank all of the TTMers who have made the community 
something to be proud of. I can’t mention everyone, but I really want 
to thank Stacy Shaffer and Zane Savage for welcoming me into the 
Autograph Weekly Podcast crew. Even though there were some (very) 
late nights and recording mis-haps and drama - it holds a special place 
in my journey.

Thanks-you also to my two editors for this book: Jim Arrowood and 
David Wharton. Your advice and proofing were invaluable.

It is a wonderful time to be an autograph collector! Please join me at 
any of my social media profiles, or my website, and let me tag along with 
you on your journey.

Here’s hoping every day is a giant mail day!

Troy Rutter
September, 2016
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GLOSSARY
Any job or hobby has its own terminology, and autograph collecting 

is no different. Newcomers to the hobby often struggle to learn all the 
vocabulary and how it relates to what they are collecting. After all, we just 
want to mail something out, have someone sign it, and have it mailed it, 
back, right?

Below is a list of the most common abbreviations you will find in 
autograph collecting, located conveniently at the beginning of the book 
instead of the end. New additions to this list can be found on my website 
at ttmautograph.com. If you encounter a new term, head over to my web 
site and see if it is there. If not, go ahead and email me and I will get right 
on it so the reference guide is complete and helpful to other collectors.

4x6, 8x10, 11x17: Various photo sizes. These are noted without the 
 inches indicator.

ANK: Attempted Not Known. An acronym on a returned piece of mail 
 meaning there is something wrong with the address.

AP: Autopen. A mechanical device that uses a writing instrument to 
 sign photos in bulk.

B/W: Black and White.

Blaster Box: A trading card box containing a set number of cards.

Box Break: An opening of a box of cards by collectors who pay to be 
 included, oftentimes selecting the cards they want to receive 
 by team and/or player.
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CAC: Contact Any Celebrity. A subscription website containing 
 celebrity addresses.

Channel: A “homepage” for a creator on YouTube.

CISP: Color Inscribed Signed Photo. A color photo that is signed 
 and personalized to someone.

COA: Certificate of Authenticity. A document declaring the supposed 
 authenticity of a photo.

CSP: A Color Signed Photo, usually not inscribed or personalized. 

Cut: A signature cut from a document and placed onto a card or 
 matte for display.

FOE: Forwarding Order Expired. A Return to Sender (RTS) received 
 from an address where mail used to be forwarded, but is no 
 longer.

HOF: Hall of Fame. Any of the Hall of Fame organizations for 
 various sports. Also used to denote inductees to the 
 organizations.

Favorite: Same as a “Like” on Facebook.

Folback: Slang for “follow back.” Used when someone follows or 
 subscribes to your social media account and wants you to do the 
 same in reciprocity.

Follow: To “Subscribe” to a person’s social media feed.

FS/FT: For sale or for trade

Grade: A number value given to a card based on its condition.

Gravity Feeder: An open box of retail card packs on display that feeds 
 more cards to the open area of the box when packs below are 
 removed.
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GU: Game used.

Hit: An autograph, patch card, numbered card, or any relic randomly 
 inserted into a retail pack of cards.

Hobby Box: A sealed box of trading cards containing a set number of 
 packs. Contains at least a predetermined number and type of hits.

Hot Pack: A retail pack of cards that searchers have identified as 
 having a “hit” or relic. Often found by pack searching.

IC: Index Card. A lined or blank heavyweight piece of paper.

IP: In Person. Obtaining an autograph by meeting the person signing.

IRC: International Reply Coupon. A form of postage used to mail items 
 back from foreign countries.

Jumbo Pack: A type of retail pack containing more cards than a 
 normal pack and usually without relics or autograph hits.

ISP: Inscribed Signed Photo. A more generic term for a CISP that can 
 be for either color or black-and-white inscribed photos.

Like: A social media term denoting appreciation for what someone 
 posts.

LOR: Letter of Request. A typed or hand-written request for an 
 autograph.

Mag Case: A heavy-duty protector for cards and other memorabilia 
 that encases the autograph and fastens using a magnet.

MTFB: Mike the Fanboy. A website for celebrity news and autograph 
 addresses.

Page: A type of gathering place on Facebook to post photos, videos,
 and  updates.
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PC: Personal Collection. A particular category of a collection revolving 
 around a specific sports figure, team, or TV series.

Penny Sleeve: A thin, clear plastic envelope for cards, designed to 
 protect them from dust, scratches, and fingerprints.

PP: Preprint. An autograph that is actually part of the photograph and  
 not signed.

PSA/DNA: A company who authenticates and grades the quality 
 of a piece of memorabilia or autograph.

PSP: Personalized Signed Photo. An older term for an ISP/CISP.

Pull: Getting a good card, usually an autograph, relic, or numbered 
 card, from a standard card pack. Also called a “hit.”

PWE: A plain white envelope, usually business size #10.

Q&A: A popular type of video on YouTube where a collector answers 
 questions from other collectors or subscribers. Also a form of 
 celebrity interview in front of an audience.

Rack Pack: A type of retail pack usually consisting of two sections of
 cards with a built-in eye for hanging on a display rack. Usually does 
 not contain major hits.

Razz: A form of a box break where people pay for the chance to 
 participate for a lower cost than a typical box break. An example 
 would be a high-end card razz selling 100 spots, and then a random 
 group of 30 will actually be in the break.

Reblog: A feature on Tumblr that reposts a particular post onto your 
 own Tumblr page, giving a link to the original author. Similar to a 
 share on Facebook.

Relic: A general term for a hit in a pack of cards. Covers bat cards, 
 patch cards, game-worn jerseys, and more. 

RTS: Return to Sender. A return of your item by the post office without 
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 it being signed. This could be due to a variety of reasons, usually
 specified on a yellow label on the envelope.

SASE: Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope. An envelope including 
 enough postage to mail back to you, pre-filled out so your address is 
 on the “To” line.

Secretarial: A suspected fake autograph, usually signed by a celebrity’s 
 secretary, agent, or family member.

Send: A slang term for an entire TTM package: Item, Letter of Request, 
 SASE, and sending envelope.

SCF: Sports Card Forum. An online community for sports card 
 collectors.

SIC: Signed index card.

Slabbed: A graded or authenticated card encased by a third party 
 authenticator such as PSA/DNA or JSA.

ST: Star Tiger. One of the oldest subscription services for tracking your 
 requests and obtaining addresses. Formerly known as Star Archive.

Sub: Subscribe or Subscriber. Mainly used on YouTube or any other 
 website with a feed available, notifying the subscriber of new 
 content.

SWE: Standard White Envelope - usually a #10 or business-size 
 envelope. Also called a Plain White Envelope (PWE).

Thumbnail: A smaller version of an image, or a static image 
 representing a video.

Top Loader: A heavier gauge plastic protector for cards and photos.

Top Ten: A list used by many collectors of their “10 Most Wanted” 
 autographs.
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TTM: Through the Mail. A general term for sending a photograph 
 or piece of memorabilia through the mail to a celebrity in hopes of 
 It being returned signed and in good condition.

UACC: Universal Autograph Collector’s Club.

VV: Via Venue. Sending an item to a non-permanent location such as a 
 filming address, theatre, or public appearance venue.
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CHAPTER 1

MY AUTOGRAPH 
STORY

Collecting autographs has been a hobby of mine for almost 30 years. I 
would walk to the post office to buy a small booklet of their gummy little 
pieces of paper (stamps weren’t self-adhesive in the late ‘80s…) and then 
spend hours at the library researching where to send my next letter of 
request. Even before then, I had the players on the Iowa State University 
basketball team sign my game program. Things have changed since those 
early days, and through these many years of experience I have become 
not only a more seasoned collector, but a more realistic one. I know in 
my heart not every TTM request I send is going to come back and I’m ok 
with that.
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This book is focused on helping beginning to experienced collectors 
acquire autographs through the mail. I cover aspects of obtaining in-
person (IP) signatures and offer convention autograph strategies as 
well. The autographs I collect center around entertainment and sports 
personalities, so those are the main genres I will cover. There are many 
other books detailing how to collect historical autographs of presidents, 
poets, humanitarians, serial killers, etc. While some of these techniques 
cross over, the specific niches we will be looking at are entertainment and 
sports personalities: movies, TV, baseball, football, hockey, mixed martial 
arts, and more. This category of sports and entertainment autographs 
covers a wide spectrum of sub-genres as well. 

The first autograph I ever obtained was of Iowa State Cyclone star 
Barry Stevens. Growing up, my family was Barry’s “Home Away From 
Home” family. This was the name for a local family the college athlete 
could feel a part of, have meals with, etc. Each game would feature one 
of the players on a giant poster on the reverse side of the score-keeping 
tally sheet. I kept all of the posters and was able to convince Barry to let 
me into the locker room to get them signed. Sadly, none of these posters 
survived. 

I didn’t really think of autographs again until the eighth grade, when 
a traveling promotion for Doctor Who came to town. There, I met the 
Fifth Doctor’s companion, Janet Fielding. The local PBS station brought 
in a trailer complete with a mock-up of the inside of the TARDIS, the 
companion K9 and other original and replica props. One of the main 
draws to the event was that Fielding would be leading a Question and 
Answer, Q&A, session after everybody had a chance to tour the semi 
trailer display. 

After the Q&A session, she signed a very poorly printed black-and-
white photograph for me. This was promptly framed and hung proudly 
on my wall. Little did I know of the effect direct sunlight has on a 
photograph over the years! It has since faded a little, and the whites are 
more of a cream color.
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We didn’t get many celebrities through my small town, save for 
a small Star Trek convention or two. While I did attend one in which 
James Doohan appeared, for reasons I don’t remember, I did not get an 
autograph that day.

My first TTM autograph came when I was a sophomore or junior 
in high school. I was always fascinated by films and wanted to become 
a filmmaker or actor myself, so I used a computer system called Lexis 
Nexis to learn which actors were born in my home state of Iowa. The first 
I found was John Wayne, but he was out of the running for an autograph 
since he had died several years prior. The next was a young actor, about 
eight years younger than me, whom I had seen in several films already - 
Elijah Wood. Using the Lexis Nexis computer system, I was able to find 
that he was represented by an agency called William Morris, and also by 
a personal management company run by a man called Brian Swardstrom. 

Janet Fielding, my “first” autograph. (Troy Rutter)



4   |   AUTOGRAPH COLLECTING SECRETS

I sent a letter with a return envelope to Mr. Swardstrom, and several 
months later I received a personalized signed photo of Elijah Wood. 

I was hooked.

I would go on to send other requests to a wide variety of celebrities...
with little-to-no success since I was relying on their generosity to provide 
a photo rather than sending one myself. Once in awhile, an envelope 
would appear and I would try and figure out how long it took, but I never 
bothered to keep track of the exact dates. I keep track of my requests 
rather religiously now!

Elijah Wood, my first TTM Autograph (Troy Rutter)
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In 1995, after accumulating quite a few autographs and lining the 
top of my walls with a border of signed photos, I had the chance to take 
a position with Warner Bros. Studios in California. While there, I also 
represented many young performers, designing websites and helping 
them form their “official fan clubs” and internet presence. I took a break 
from requesting autographs, since I never knew who I might work with 
someday. In 2001, I returned to Iowa, and while I would send out a 
request here and there, it really wasn’t until 2012 that I decided to get 
back into autograph collecting.

My life changed.

I learned several people just like me loved collecting autographs. 
And, just like me, they loved online video. These crazy guys, Zane 
Savage and Stacy Shaffer, created videos on YouTube and shared their 
“mail days” with thousands of people through their YouTube channels. 
After being introduced through YouTube, I found they also recorded a 
podcast - something I had also done, but abandoned for lack of time. 
After emailing back and forth and posting my own first few YouTube 
videos, I was invited to be a part of the Autograph Weekly Podcast and 
their live YouTube shows. Unfortunately, right about the time I started 
getting involved, Autograph Weekly began to go on several hiatuses, 
until the plug was finally pulled. Undeterred, most of us kept creating 
YouTube videos and developed our own styles and followers on YouTube, 
Facebook, and the Internet.

I took a little hiatus of my own in 2014 and then came back with a 
vengeance in mid 2015, after I moved back to Los Angeles once again to 
work for a major studio. I have seen my YouTube channel and autograph 
collection grow and have learned a lot from 30 years of autograph 
collecting. I can’t wait to share it with you. 
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CHAPTER 3

AUTOGRAPH 
COLLECTING SUPPLIES

Sending a piece of mail and getting it back to you seems like a simple 
thing, but the more you get into autograph collecting, the more choices 
you have and the more tools you become aware of. This is true especially 
when collecting autographs through the mail (TTM). You will hear me 
say to visit your favorite office supply store a lot in this chapter, but you 
can also find most of these items at your community’s department stores 
such Target or Walmart, just not in the quantity I recommend buying. Be 
sure to check out a shopping list at the end of the chapter for your first big 
TTM shopping spree to get all geared up.
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ENVELOPES

The basic item of any TTM request is the envelope, usually the plain 
white envelope (PWE). Envelopes come in all shapes and sizes, but the 
ones you will use the most are called a #10. These are the common, white, 
letter-size envelopes where an 8 ½” x 11” piece of paper can be folded 
into thirds and placed inside. These envelopes can also hold index cards, 
4x6 photos, sports cards, and other small pieces of memorabilia. 

Every envelope addressed to a celebrity has its mate: the Self-
Addressed Stamped Envelope, or SASE. The SASE is simply another 
envelope, already stamped and with your return address  on it. 

For sports cards or 4x6 photos, I actually use two separate sizes of 
PWE’s. A #10 for the envelope I’m sending, and a #6 envelope as the 
SASE. A #6 envelope is a smaller envelope that fits perfectly inside the 
#10. See the illustration below.
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Obviously, you can’t fit an 8x10 photo or a magazine into a standard 
#10 envelope. For those types of requests, you are going to need some 
larger sizes. Using the same nesting approach, I like to use 9x12 envelopes 
as the SASE, and 10x13 envelopes as the mailing envelope for the entire 
package. You can find these at your favorite office supply store. If you 
can’t find the 10x13 envelopes, you can use another 9x12 envelope and 
just fold it in half to fit inside the other one.

There are other sized envelopes you can use for photos if you want, 
ranging from regular thickness to padded, cardboard, or plastic bubbles. 
My go-to envelopes, however, are always #6 and #10. I usually buy a box 
of 500 #6 and 500 #10 from an office supply store, and a box of 100 each 
of 9x12 and 10x13. Those should keep you well stocked for quite some 
time. If you are starting smaller, you don’t have to purchase this many at 
once. Just buy a box of 50 white envelopes and fold one in half to fit inside 
the other. I don’t like this approach, since your return card may be bent if 
the envelope is folded, but it is an option.

BUBBLE MAILERS

If you are selling your collection, or want some extra protection, 
bubble mailers are the way to go. The smallest bubble mailer available 
in large quantities is 4”x8” #000, and I suggest you buy them in bulk 
rather than one at a time. You can also try “CD-ROM mailers,” which 
are cardboard without the bubbles, but bubble mailers are pretty much 
the de facto standard for mailing out multiple cards when selling or 
trading among collectors. Make sure to use top loaders, penny sleeves, 
and cardboard to make the package extra rigid.

PAPER

You can find my thoughts on whether to type or handwrite your 
letters of request in chapter six dealing with TTMs. The paper you use 
will depend on your choice of handwriting or typing. For typed letters, 
you can use standard copy paper, or you can choose a heavier brand 
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of “resume” paper to make it stand out a little. For typed letters, I use 
standard white paper, as opposed to personalized stationery, premium 
paper, colored paper, or anything else.

For handwritten letters of request, you can use wide or college-ruled 
lined notebook paper, but I like to use something non-standard, such as 
a half-sized pad of lined paper. This makes it less obvious when I don’t 
write as much. I have tried using various other colors of paper for hand-
written requests, and in my experience it really doesn’t matter what size 
or color of paper - it is a personal preference.

LABELS
If you want to save yourself 

hours of tedious writing, the use 
of return address labels is highly 
recommended. You have probably 
seen the ads for “rolls” of return 
address labels with a monogram 
on them, foil, or other fancy 
variations. Many companies even 
promote “Buy one, get one free!” 
There really isn’t a need to spend 
a lot of money for return address 
labels. My favorite labels are ones 
you can just buy at your office 
supply store, Walmart, or Target.

Return address labels come in many different sizes, but the trick is to 
get the most for your money. I highly recommend Avery brand 8167 for 
inkjet printers. These labels are 1/2” x 1 3/4” and work with laser printers 
as well. There are only 25 sheets for about $14, but that is for 2,000 labels 
- enough to keep the TTMs coming in for a long time.

Using a computer program such as Microsoft Word, Pages, etc., you 
can duplicate your return address into a template for the label and print 
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them 30-40 per sheet. 

As I explain in chapter six, I use address labels for the return address 
on the envelope for the send and return, but also as the SASE.

Stamps

US First Class Stamps - Forever Stamps

Ah… the stamp. A small adhesive piece of paper wielding such great 
power. Whether you are sending autographs from the United States, 
Canada, Australia, the UK, or anywhere else, it all comes down to the 
postage stamp. Without it, the chances of getting your beloved autograph 
back to you are slim to none. (Yes, I said slim - there are stories about 
collectors receiving their autograph back without a stamp, or the celebrity 
using one of their own. Be safe, though: stamp responsibly.)

In the United States, the most common stamp used for TTM’s, 
especially sports cards, are Forever Stamps. Once you buy them, you can 
use them for a first-class letter even if the price of a stamp goes up or 
down. Stamps come in all different sizes and designs, especially around 
the holidays. It can be fun to go into the post office and ask what kind 
of stamps they currently have, and then keep track of the stamps you 
send during a particular month or season. If you see a snowman stamp 
come back, even before you open it, you know that was one you sent in a 
specific time period!

These special Forever Stamps usually come on individual sheets 
of varying quantities. It is easier to buy them by the sheet rather than 
individually, and a good rule of thumb is to buy enough so the total 
number is divisible by two, since you will at least need two for your send 
and your SASE. So if a sheet has 19 stamps on it, I would by 2 sheets 
for 28 (enough for 14 TTMs). You don’t have to follow this suggestion 
religiously, as you will always have need for “one more stamp.” For 
instance, if you get at TTM returned as undeliverable, you will have the 
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SASE from that send available again, so you’ll just need one more stamp 
to send another out. 

For the hardcore TTM’ers, 
the post office sells 100-count 
rolls of stamps featuring a US 
flag on them. When a sport is 
in pre-season, I often buy 2-3 
rolls to get me ramped up for 
that particular sport. 

I highly recommend 
buying stamps directly from 
the post office whenever 

possible. For a while, I bought stamps from my bank’s ATM, since the 
post office was always busy. While it is possible to buy them there, there 
is often a surcharge of up to 20% per stamp. You definitely pay for the 
convenience.

Post Office Kiosks

Instead of buying stamps from the ATM, I recommend using an 
automated stamp kiosk located at most US post offices. This is a self-
service mecca of TTM goodliness that will come in handy throughout 
your time collecting autographs. It dispenses special Forever Stamps and 
can be used to weigh and mail packages without waiting in line. I love the 
kiosks - when they work! The one in my hometown is routinely out of 
service when I need to use it, but they are definitely handy.

Since most post office lobbies are open 24 hours, the kiosk is the best 
place to go when you have a stamp emergency. As I mentioned, avoid the 
bank ATM at all costs unless the stamp kiosk is out of order. If you use 
a debit card at the kiosk, the limit appears to be $25 at a time, since I am 
only ever able to buy 51 stamps per debit card. The stamps that print out 
are larger than normal stamps and have a code printed on them to let the 
automatic scanners know they aren’t fake.

200 Forever Stamps, 100 per roll. (Troy Rutter) 
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Standard USPS service kiosk. (Troy Rutter) 

“Peanuts” holiday stamps dispensed by a US Post Office kiosk. (Troy Rutter)
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Stamp kiosks are also great for getting other denominations of stamps. 
For 8x10 photos, after weighing my package on the scale with the photo, 
return envelope, letter, and a piece of cardboard, it usually comes out to 
$1.50. To be safe, I buy $1.60 stamps. Go to the kiosk, choose Buy Stamps, 
choose “Other Value,” and then enter in $1.60. It will then ask how many 
you want and will dispense the stamps. Pretty cool! I also use the kiosk 
to buy larger value stamps for my “send” piece if I’m sending to Canada 
(usually $3.00) - but for the SASE I buy Canadian stamps directly from 
the Canada Post. 

If you are mailing anything other than a letter, you can do that at the 
kiosk as well. The kiosk has rulers for measuring the package, as well as 
a scale to weigh it so you know the correct amount of postage and don’t 
overspend. Since I tend to stick with regular envelopes for cards (Forever 
Stamps) and 8x10 photographs ($1.60 stamps), I very rarely use the kiosk 
for other things. But if you are doing trades or selling your collection, 

Purchasing a $1.60 stamp at a kosk. (Troy Rutter) 
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you definitely need to familiarize yourself with all the options, including 
insurance, at the kiosk.

Canadian Stamps

Oh, Canada… our home and native land! With Canada being so close 
to the United States, there are many TV and film celebrities (and studios) 
in that country, as well as sports teams. Oftentimes when researching 
your favorite TV show, you will find it films in Canada. You may think, 
“Great, that’s more trouble than it is worth!” It does take a little bit of 
effort, but it is worth it. Sending to Canadian addresses has produced 
some of my highest success rates for TTMs, maybe because not many 
people go through the effort to find out how to do it properly.

To get TTM returns from Canada, you will need some Canadian 
stamps. It is actually quite easy to obtain these. All you need to do is order 
them directly from the Canada Post at canadapost.ca. On the website, you 
will find they sell what they call Domestic, US, and International stamps. 
Remember that this system is designed around those who actually live 
in Canada. Domestic stamps, therefore, are for sending a letter from 
Canada to someone else in Canada. US is for sending a standard letter 
from Canada to the US. International is for anywhere else other than the 
US. 

$5.00 in Canadian postage for international mail. 
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If you are sending sports cards that fit in a standard #10 envelope, buy 
some of the “USA” stamps that come 50 on a roll at $1.20 each. Keep 
in mind, this is $1.20 in Canadian dollars, so it will be a little less than 
that when you actually purchase them from the US using a credit card 
- if the economy keeps up, that is! If you are going to be sending 8x10 
photos, I recommend purchasing a roll of 50 International stamps at 
$2.50 each. I then use two of these stamps on the return envelope, for a 
total of $5. I haven’t had one come back “postage due” yet.

Once you order your stamps, they will arrive in about a week and you 
will be ready to rock and roll! 

UK And Other Stamps

On the rare occasion I send items to the UK, I buy stamps on eBay, or 
through one of the popular collecting forums. Any of the bigger forums 
will have a message board devoted specifically to trading stamps of one 
country or another. Just like in the US, these countries have different 
classes of mail, and hence different prices. Check out Appendix F for an 
entire reference on sending items back and forth between the US and the 
UK. The information is also great for other countries as well.

Pens and Sharpies

Some pens write better on specific cards. While it is more expensive to 
mail, many collectors will send a specific pen or sharpie along with their 
item for a celebrity to use, rather than relying on a celebrity having a pen 
that will work on the card or photo. In all my years of TTMing, I have 
only had a handful come back where the signature was bad because of a 
cheap pen. In one case, the pen used was obviously not a real sharpie or 
ballpoint, and it wiped completely off the card. Most celebrities know to 
sign items using sharpies (of varying tip sizes), so sending a pen of your 
own is really not necessary - but it is an option. If you do, you will want to 
use a bubble mailer to send your pen and card together, and don’t expect 
the pen back.
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“Do Not Bend” Stamps

This is a luxury supply item since you can always write “DO NOT 
BEND” on the envelope yourself. As with so many things in the hobby, 
these come in many styles and sizes. It doesn’t matter which one you get, 
just be sure it is self-inking so you don’t need a red ink pad. I like the large 
stamps that measure about 1” x 2 3/4”, but I have also purchased some 
online by mistake that are smaller. While some people say postal carriers 
never actually see what is on the reverse side of the envelope, I always put 
a Do Not Bend stamp on the back of my sends and SASE’s. If nothing 
else, it makes me feel better.

Air Mail Stamp

If you are sending from the US to another country, you might as well 
buy an Airmail/Por Avon stamp as well. It will save you time at the post 
office and let you drop them into the already-stamped bin.

Note Cards

Three-by-five-inch note cards are a popular item to send for TTMs, 
even though some celebrities never sign them for fear of their signatures 
being “lifted” to use on other documents or merchandise. While I 
formerly enclosed them in my sports card sends, I very rarely do so any 

Two popular pre-inked stamps for putting notes on envelopes. 
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longer. I do keep a supply ready just in case, and I also use them as extra 
padding in an envelope if I am only sending one card. If they come back 
signed, all the better!

PO Box

This one is really a “nice to have.” I want to make sure the items I 
receive arrive in the best possible condition, so I rent a PO Box. If an 
item is too big for my PO box, it is kept at the front counter or put into a 
locked box where I can get it at my leisure. It also makes it a lot safer to 
publish my address on the Internet where people can make trades, send 
care packages, etc.

Cards

You can find trading cards for various sports at Walmart, Target, or 
just about any other major retailer. They will come in the form of regular 
packs, from gravity boxes, rack packs, and other various packaging. 
You can also find cards at The 99¢ Store and other discount stores. For 
my recommended places to buy quality cards, please visit the resources 
section on ttmautograph.com!

Shopping List

On the next page is a shopping list you can take to your favorite office 
supply store. For a complete list of the above products, with links where 
you can order them, be sure to visit my website at ttmautograph.com. As 
I mentioned, you can also start out smaller with only standard envelopes 
and a few stamps.



22   |   AUTOGRAPH COLLECTING SECRETS

Shopping List

•  500 count #10 Envelopes
•  500 count #6 Envelopes
•  1 pack of return address labels
•  1 ream of computer paper
•  1 package of lined paper (8 1/2 x 11 or 5” x 8”)
•  1 package of 3x5 notecards
•  1 package of gel pens (for writing)

I also offer an “Autograph Starter Pack” you can purchase via my 
website at ttmautograph.com/starterpack. It has a supply of #10 and #6 
envelopes, a get-started guide, useful addresses, and more.

Now that you have your mailing supplies, what are you going to 
collect? Let’s tackle that next.


